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[ he Alaia is one of the first surfboard
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'% I—Iavmg a belt sander with ~50 grit paper will make your work a
1 | OT easier, espeoa”y i you choose to bw|d your own blank

Sand paper is your new best triend! We use 50, 80, 120, 220,
and 320 grits throughout the build

’ X We use a Jig saw to cut the outline of the boaro| from the blank. You

o can use a regu|ar saw too, this is Just faster
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sv’-_.'T’.EMET  Since we are kiting on our boards, instead of linseed oil we coat our
WEST |
1 . SYSTEM. |

EPOXY'R:ESRT-'G 105 boards with a UV resistant 2 part epoxy. We also bond the p|anl<s

—w== EPOXY RESIN

- i L together W|J[lq epoxy_to rﬁake our own b|anl<

An old tashion hand p|ane‘r s super useful thr_oughout the project.




CHCaEN e | | o o
Dau|ovvnié s far and away the besf wood to | o,

build your Alaia out of. Other substitutes

may seem tempting, but trust us v\/_hen we

s'ay.that Paulownia is the way to go!

Dre-made b|anl<s Make your own b|a_nl<
~ available out of p|anl<s. Use inéh
online - youwanta  thick p|anl<s, the width is
O.75 inch thickne-ss - upte you

v S o Gl

Paulownia pros: |_ightvveight i strongW Ko e|‘: water absorption | its name is fun to say | easyto work with
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(D You want your l<|tmg Alaia to have about 1 mch of nose rocker (A) and
@ about /4 inch of tail rocker <C) The m|o|o||_e of the board should .be flat (B)
——  Since our Paulownia p|anl<s were rough cut, that means they aren t pem[ecﬂy
% straight. Use bowed p|‘anl<s to your advantage and give your blank as much
-

rocker as possib|e. Avoid p|anl<é with cup, crook, or checkihg.

Use the hand planer to flatten thel\_

| eAgeS of your planks as best as /
m polssiHe. We started with three, 6 ﬁ\ :,,/
B ich wide planks and had them cut | /

| Iengthwise into six, 3 inch wide ones.
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By increasing our number'opp|anl<s 1I[rom three to six,

ur woo
ST introduce more “g|ue" stringers into the board,

making it stronger for kiting abuse.

Using as many c|amps as you can acquire, coat each
p|anl< eo|ge with epOXy (ao|o| fller to thicken the

| resin)and care{u”y squeeze-’the p|anl<s together.



> Outline .
' | We call our Alaia design_theleraham Cracker. Itis
the result of a bunch lQ1[ testing and we think you’“ |

love it! You can download the Boar&Cad file and
the PDF sutline on \/\/ater|ust.org {or FREE!

ok o Use a jigsaw to cut the outline
~Noose your Trace out the outline you e Sligmy e

OUt|me aﬂCl make 'lqa\/e OIeCiCIeCl i el onto YOUI'\/G o|rawn. Demember you can

a template. your blank. take more material off but you

Can't put it back on!



|} you’ve mao|é ydur own blank, you'”
want to use :a belt sander and rémove
material until the board has unitorm
thiclmess of about O.75 inches. The
better you do this, the easier the rest of
the bui|o|ingprocesswi|| be.

Remember to consider the rocker you want

the board to have as you remove material

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

remove more Lere



a_Dottom

Make your concave between 1/8” and 1/4" deep
and 8" wide. It should run from 2/5 up the board all
the way to the tail. VWe used a router to make gui&e

lines so we knew how deep we were sanding.
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o pE | We used a hand p|aner‘ to take out the bulk
e —TE T e | material. a belt sander for the rest. and then hand

| san&ing for the ﬁnis-hing touches.

ety SO0C3VE depth
2 A &eeper concave will allow your board to grip the water better and

| A : flex more. The downside is that the board is thinner and easier to
h broak!
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. ‘-‘ o We started by drawing in the rails on the
;- laf{. . : ? ;
PO i f bottom_‘ of the boar& two inches in trom the
 Zinches PSS Ie&gesla no| 1/ 4 inch up from the bottom.

\/\/heh you’ve marked the rails and
yOu're rea&y to put them In, use a
be_|t san&er, but be careful not to

take too much material OEH

——-

Hand saﬁo| to finish

off the rails nicé|y.
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Sand your board with ~100, ~200,
and ~300 grif sand paper. Once it
is smooth all over, burn your art into
itl We used 2 soHering iron, but

there are wood buming tools

speciﬁca“y meant for this.




The last step.is to coat your
board either with traditional
_ linseed oil or some type of resin.
! We strong|y advise using a resin.
This will strengthen your board
' substantiaHy, which us kiters
' need! We've also begun
Iexperime‘nting g|assing our
boards, but that is a tale for
_anotherday.... . | =
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. SYSTEM.
EPOXY RESIN 105
smmmmeoeee EPOXY RESIN

2661100 6374w




Dide youraa'a!.. ‘

Youre réa&y to take it out kiting! Enjoy your
board, you've worked hard for it Deme’mber it you
do break it you can a|ways _g|‘ue it back together,

and in the process make it even stronger.

We'd love to see how they come
outl _Dost pictures of yqurseh[
making and rio|ing your own alaia

- on our {acebook Page

Www.v[acebookcom/vvateﬂustproject
Y @Water|uster




